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1. REF A CONFIRMING MY PLAN TO ATTEND APAG MEETING CROSSED 
YOUR MESSAGE (REF B). I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS WITH OTHER NATO 
PLANNERS, AND WILL ALSO PROBABLY HAVE ONE DAY OF INFORMAL 
EXCHANGES WITH BRITISH PLANNING STAFF IN LONDON EN ROUTE 
LISBON. IN LIGHT OF THIS YEAR'S DISCUSSION TOPIC I HAVE 
ASKED NEW INR CHIEF BILL HYLAND TO JOIN ME ALONG WITH ONE 
MEMBER OF MY STAFF AND VERY MUCH HOPE HE WILL BE ABLE TO 
ATTEND. AS YOU SUGGEST, ENCOURAGEMENT OF ATTENDANCE BY 
SENIOR OFFICIALS FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS WOULD BE HIGHLY 
DESIRABLE. 

2. AS S/P HAS DONE IN THE PAST, WE ARE PREPARING A DIS- 
CUSSION PAPER WHICH WE EXPECT TO HAVE READY TO CIRCULATE 
ABOUT A MONTH IN ADVANCE OF MEETING. WE WOULD BE GRATE- 
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MIGHT HAVE, HAVING IN MIND PARTICULARLY YOUR HOPE THAT 
APAG HAS NOT BEEN AS INFLUENTIAL IN PAST NATO POLICY 
PROCESS AS MIGHT BE DESIRABLE. ALSO TRUST YOU WILL 
SUGGEST THEMES I SHOULD PURSUE AT LISBON TO ENCOURAGE 

APAG'S DEVELOPMENT IN THE DIRECTION YOU SUGGEST. 

3. WHATEVER MISSION CAN DO TO ENCOURAGE SHORTENING 
SCHEDULE TO BEGIN MEETINGS JUNE 5 WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

THIS WOULD STILL ALLOW AMPLE TIME FOR FULL DISCUSSION 
OF TOPIC. 

4. MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THIS GROUP IN THE PAST HAS 
RESISTED IDEA OF MEETING IN BRUSSELS ON ASSUMPTION LIKELY 
RESULT WOULD BE TO REDUCE REPRESENTATION FROM HOME 
CAPITALS. AM ALSO TOLD THERE HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIAL VALUE 
TO THE KIND OF INFORMALITY WHICH HAS CHARACTERIZED THE 
DISCUSSIONS. SO FAR AS MORE FORMAL REPORTS TO THE NATO 
COUNCIL OR ASSIGNMENTS FROM IT. I WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED 
IN YOUR THOUGHTS AS TO WHETHER OR HOW THESE STEPS WOULD 
MAKE ANY REAL SUBSTANTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO NATO'S WORK. 

OUR PREVIOUS REPRESENTATIVES TO THESE MEETINGS TELL ME 
THEY HAD CONCLUDED APAG'S MAIN UTILITY WAS TO HELP EDUCATE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF SOME OF THE SMALLER COUNTRIES ON SOME 
OF THE BROAD, SIGNIFICANT GLOBAL ISSUES, AS WELL AS TO 
FACILITATE FREE-RANGING DISCUSSION AMONG THE BRITISH, 
GERMANS, FRENCH, AND OURSELVES. 

5. I LOOK FORWARD TO GETTING YOUR FURTHER THOUGHTS ON 
THIS MEETING AND TO DOING WHATEVER I CAN TO STRENGTHEN 
APAG AS A USEFUL ORGAN OF THE ALLIANCE. KISSINGER 
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